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My close friend and colleague, Representa-
tive JOHN LEwIS, stands among us as a giant
of the Civil Rights Movement. During the leg-
endary march that Representative LEWIS led to
Selma, Alabama, more than 40 years ago,
countless peaceful, law-abiding Americans
were beaten and arrested. This day came to
be called “Bloody Sunday,” and it helped spur
a nation to action to fight against the evils of
discrimination and racism.

Mr. Speaker, | have had the great honor
and privilege to accompany Representative
LEWIS and other civil rights leaders to Selma
several times to commemorate the events of
that fateful day by marching across the Ed-
mund Pettus Bridge. Each time, we are re-
minded of the impact that one single day can
have on the course of history, and we cele-
brate those with the courage and determina-
tion to face down the worst so that all Ameri-
cans might enjoy the freedom and equality
that this nation stands for.

These pilgrimages to Selma vividly illustrate
for us how far we have come in the quest for
civil rights for all, yet also serve as a reminder
that we must never be complacent in thinking
that the battle is won.

The plight of those who are denied civil
rights is a struggle that is far from over, and
we must remain ever mindful of those whose
rights are in danger of being denied. In the
coming year, several provisions of the Voting
Rights Act are scheduled for reauthorization. It
is our duty to ensure that the march toward
civil rights for all continues forward, rather
than stalling or going backward.

The VRA is crucial in guaranteeing that the
rights of all Americans remain protected, and,
as such, should command broad, bipartisan
support. It is a fitting tribute to Rosa Parks,
Coretta Scott King, and to all those who have
participated in the Civil Rights Movement in
ways large and small, to renew the very Act
that codified their long struggle for enfran-
chisement into law.

Our nation is deeply indebted to these men
and women of courage and integrity. Their
legacy will live on for generations.

————
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Mr. BOSWELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Mr. Jerry Bradley, who has been
named the Ivan D. Livi Aviation Educator of
the Year by the Aviation Technician Education
Council. The Aviation Technician Education
Council is an organization of the Federal Avia-
tion Administration (FAA) founded to further
the standing of FAA approved schools. This
award recognizes outstanding achievement of
an aviation maintenance technology instructor.

As a general aviation pilot and member of
House Transportation and Infrastructure Com-
mittee’s Subcommittee on Aviation, | am
greatly impressed by the work Mr. Bradley, his
colleagues and his students perform on a daily
basis. The Aviation Technologies Program,
which Mr. Bradley chairs, provides students in
the Des Moines area with a unique opportunity
to gain valuable skills and lessons, which they
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can carry forward throughout their careers. |
commend Mr. Bradley for leading a program,
which continues to be a model of success for
schools in lowa and throughout the United
States.

Again, congratulations to Mr. Jerry Bradley
for earning the Ivan D. Livi Aviation Educator
of the Year Award. This honors his work, the
Des Moines Public Schools Aviation Tech-
nologies Program, and his students.

———
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Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker,
| would like to note that Michael R. Lunsford,
a constituent of mine from Taunton, Massa-
chusetts, recently celebrated the first anniver-
sary of being elevated to the position of
Bishop within the International Fellowship of
Reformed Episcopal Churches, previously
known as the International Fellowship of Re-
formed Episcopal, Pentecostal Churches of
the Syro-Atiochan Rite.

While this marks an important milestone for
Bishop Lunsford and for the members of his
congregation, | believe it is also important for
the broader community to be aware of the
many ways in which he has contributed to im-
proving the lives of Taunton residents, and im-
proving the quality of life in the greater Taun-
ton area. Indeed, he offers an excellent exam-
ple of the way in which clerics contribute to
their communities simultaneously on two lev-
els: as spiritual leaders for the members of
their particular houses of worship or faiths, but
also as participants in important community ef-
forts to address social concerns that go be-
yond the doors of their own houses of wor-
ship. It is from that perspective that | would
like to acknowledge the valuable services
Bishop Lunsford has performed—and con-
tinues to perform—for Taunton and its envi-
rons, and also overseas (obviously, in this
case, the term “community” has a much more
expansive meaning than we sometimes give
it).

)Bishop Lunsford moved to Taunton in 1983
with his wife, when he took on the position of
pastor at the Crossroads Christian Center. He
has been active in area religious and civic af-
fairs since that time. From its inception in
1987, he has been an advisor to Barnabas
Ministries, an international missionary organi-
zation that has provided encouragement and
training to thousands of pastors in more than
27 developing countries throughout the world.
He was also the founder of two local human
service programs: Eagles Nest, an after
school program established in 1998 that fo-
cuses on tutoring, reading programs and other
youth services; and The Lord Cares Food Pro-
gram, which began in 1993 and provides nutri-
tion assistance to needy families by means of
donations and volunteer work. He was also
the founder in 2001 of Crossroads Inter-
national, a multi-racial ministry headquartered
in Taunton, with branches in New Bedford,
Massachusetts, Providence, Rhode Island and
Port Limon, Costa Rica. Crossroads Inter-
national works on promoting business devel-
opment, youth empowerment and anti-drug ini-
tiatives, among other efforts.
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Bishop Lunsford is also on the board of
Youth Challenge International, an anti-drug
abuse organization, and is a member of nu-
merous local human service and community
boards, including Taunton Cares, Pro Home,
Taunton Emergency Task Force, Community
Counseling, Greater Taunton Clergy, and the
Department of Mental Health.

Because his work is very much in the Amer-
ican tradition of combining spiritual and com-
munity leadership, | ask my colleagues to join
me in congratulating Michael R. Lunsford on
his many contributions to Taunton, his ele-
vation to the position of Bishop and his ongo-
ing commitment to helping less fortunate peo-
ple around the world.
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Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to share with you my pride in Steve Gil-
more, a member of my staff who is leaving our
service to assume new responsibilities as the
Vice President of Governmental Affairs for the
Chamber of Medford/Jackson County.

A little over 7 years ago, | had the good for-
tune to invite Steve Gilmore to join my staff in
my district office in Medford, OR. When Steve
became a member of our team, he was a re-
cent college graduate with incredible enthu-
siasm, a passion for the operations of govern-
ment, and an intense interest in the history of
our great Nation. He was highly motivated with
a deep and unselfish desire to help others.
Those are among the many qualities that have
enabled Steve to serve the constituents of the
Second Congressional District with such effec-
tiveness.

Steve, a former student body president at
Eastern Oregon University, brought significant
leadership skills to his duties throughout his 7
year career with the U.S. House of Represent-
atives. His fellow workers and my constituents
sought his counsel because he had the ability
to weigh large quantities of diverse information
and arrive at commonsense solutions to com-
plex problems.

Steve has approached any and all tasks
presented to him with enthusiasm, good
cheer, and a quiet determination to get posi-
tive results. He leaves with a file overflowing
with notes and cards of sincere appreciation
from Oregonians he assisted. As all of my col-
leagues know, people seeking our assistance
are often frustrated, distraught, and discour-
aged. Steve has been particularly good at
helping those people to have confidence that
we can work through their difficulties to make
the system more responsive to their needs.

Always a gentleman, Steve’s innate kind-
ness has always been reflected in his inter-
actions with his fellow staff members and
those | represent. Steve has taken very seri-
ously our commitment to be compassionate
and responsive in fulfilling our mission to as-
sist our constituents through difficulties they
confront with our government.

| appointed Steve as my special projects co-
ordinator and my director of constituent serv-
ices because | knew | could count on him to
wholeheartedly tackle special issues and
cases that arise in a vast territory like Or-
egon’s Second Congressional District. I'm con-
fident that Steve will do an outstanding job of
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